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Springrock 

Fishery and Caravan Park 




From pLiiLiiure 



anglers to serious 
carp fishermen, Sprin- 



grock is the perfect 
venue.,. ^ 



5PRINGR0CK FISH IMG AND 
CARAVAN 
PARK 



9 KW 

Set deep \n the heart of beau- 
tiful l^id W^Les, Spring Rack \s. 
St carp frshery ej( pertly creat- 
ed by carp anglers for serious 
fishermen and pleasure an- 
glers alike. Roughly 2.5 acres 
(n Size with varying depths 
to 15 fioot^ &Ur lake is teem- 
irg with well dvgtt 550 mirTorj 
common, ghost and koi carp 
uvei ghi ng up toas mu ch a 5 25 lb. 



We believe lhat the more 
challengmg th& fishing on af~ 
fer^ the more rewarding Ihe 
experience - and this belief 
\i reflected In the design of 
our lake. Awesome margins 
up to 6 foot are strategically 
Lined with high reeds in plac- 
es to provide the perfect en- 
vironment for stalking^ uvhile 
below the surface the spe- 
c-iaHif designed features such 
as plateaus^ gravel bars and 
pits ^erve to greatly enhance 
your Fishing experience. 
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The Crazy Carp in Gran Canaria 

JORDAN WOODS 

(g\A/QQdSHLU^=C 




I Pirst attGndGd 
Gran Canana in 
2005 on a Pour 
day carp Pishing 
OMpodiUon, uuith 
throo othor an- 
glors, uuithout ro- 
allLj knouuin§ uuhat 
uuo uuoro §oin§ 
to OMporionco. 
Wo arrivod at 
our di§s around, 
ono milo Prom tho 
Lako Chira, to no 
oloctric and camp 
bods surrounded 
by rats. 

My Priond, uuho 
had visitod Lako 
China boPoro, 
uuas trying to 



koop mo calm by 
saying ^^Wait until 
you havo ono oP 
thom crazy carp 
on your rodl^' To 
uuhich I laughod 
and thought 
maybo my Priond 
uuasn't right in 
tho hoad. 
Tho noMt morn- 
ing uuo all attond- 
od tho lako to 
bo amazod and 
instantly rolanod 
to tho viouus oP 
sunriso bouncing 
oPP tho lako uuith 
tho carp suck- 
ing thoir hugo lip 
on tho top oP tho 
uuarm and cloar 
surPaco. I lookod 
to tho right and 
uuill novor Por- 
got tho smilos on 
all oP my Prionds 
Pacos and uuo all 
instantly agrood 
forgot tho digs, 
this IS uuhy uuo 
aro horo\ Pish- 



ing started and 
uuithin 10 min- 
utos my rool uuas 
scroaming. 

I hookod tho Pish 
and boy I thon 
roalisod uuhat 
my Priond moant 
by ^crazy carp\ I 
had boon angling 
Por around 10 
yoars and caught 
somo groat carp 
in my timo, but 
novor hold a 
carp uuith such 
a Pight. I bankod 
my Pirst carp and 
amazingly it uuas 
only 181b! I tru- 
ly thought it uuas 



30+. 

Tho Pishing con- 
tinuod to got 
bottor and bot- 
tor Por us all and 
uuo soon Porgot 
about our bods 
back at tho digs. 
\A/o landod ovor 
lOOIb oach and 
laughod our- 
solvos oPP tho 
lako around 10 
pm. Tho days 
uuo had romain- 
ing got bottor 




and all landed 35ld + carp 
GVGpyday. Wg all arnvGd 
dack in th9 UH and all all 
a^pGGd to return again 
some day to uuhich I did in 
July this yoar. 

My droak this timo uuas 
a holiday to Gran Canoria 
and I had to snook auuay 
to tho lako for ono day oF 
crazy carping. I omailod 
Davo Boocham uuho cur- 
rently runs tho OMpori- 
onco on tho lako today and 
IS proudly sponsored dy 
Nash. 



carp IS nouu around 27ld. 
Wo landed over 150ld in 
SIM hours and I still can't 
get over that the lake isn't 
surrounded dy carp an- 
glers every day. 

Dave has a real treat For 
all carp anglers along uuith 
some great accommoda- 
tion uuith electric! I arrived 
dark home to spread the 
uuord of houu the lake has 
progressed uuith Dave and 
the accommodation to 
uuhich SIM oF us are re- 
turning early noMt year. 



sourced accommodation 
I don't think that uuill do a 
prodlem anymore! 
Anglers, take my uuord, 
these uuild crazy carp are 
the dost Fighting Carp in 
the uuorld and the vieuus 
are noMt to nothing. 

Thanks to dave and OMpe 
nonce I nouu have oF Lake 
chira. 




I had around sim hours 
oF Fishing uuith dave and 
Found the carp, nouu nine 
years later, to do more 
crazy and the d\JGrd(^G 



The truth is none oF us 
are Fans oF rats and cold 
shouuers, uuhich kept us 
auuay previously, dut nouu 
Dave has taken over and 




OJV\ 
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Pirst \A/int9r OuUn§ 

Adam WQbstQr 



@8bbldd8aPdcl^22 



Pirst WintGP 
Outin§ 

WgII GVGry year I book 
tho 1st uuook in Octobor 
oPP oP uuork, this is nor- 
mallLj tho start oP tho 
uuintor Pishing season 
Por nno. 



It's a tinno uuhoro tho 
Pair uuoathor boys havo 
packob up Por tho sea- 
son anb tho unprobict- 
ablo uuoathor normal- 
ly throuus ups a Pouu 
chunks that a Pooling tho 
uuoathor chango, my 



iboa oP hoavon. 

So on tho 27th oP Sop- 
tombor I hit tho bi§ uua- 
tor, 285 acros iP puro 
Pishy bolight, I knouu it's 
not §oin§ to bo oasy as 
uuo havo a sprinkling oP 
arounb 500 carp in tho 
vast OMpanso oP uuator, 
but boin§ tho only ono on 
I uuas conPibont oP a bito. 
That IS until I sauu tho 
uuoathor Porocast, my 
hoart sank. 

Prossuros Prom 102^ 
anb rising!!! Aro you kib- 
bin§ mo uuhat is this all 



about, baking hot sunny 
bays uuarm nights, roally 
not uuhat I uuantob but I 
uuont Por it. 

15k oP Proshly rollob bait, 
5 packots oP nouu hooks, 
nouu loabs, nouu hook 
link matorial, uuhat coulb 
possibly PaiP^?? 

I pitchob up to an aroa 
that hasn't roally boon 
hitting big hauls oP Pish 
but hab probuco 5 in tho 
last month [this is puito 
probuctivo Por tho uua- 
tor], I hab alroaby bono 
somo homouuork on tho 
suuim, bopths, bottom 
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fGatupGS and a ciGan spot 
for my bivvi and all that. 
Wgpg UU9 §o 7 nights oP 
pure PishynGss lots §9t it 
on. 



Quick ri§ nnado up, 
chuckod out at 10 yards 
and on tho buzzor, I ann 
nouu thinking conno on lot's 



tor again ovor tho long 
rods, nouu I am starting 
to tuuitch, como on you Pat 
uuator pi§ §ot on tho dait!!!! 
Alas it didn't happon and 
I sat thoro Por another 12 
hours uuithout anothor 
sighting or ovon a dioop, I 
am nouu thinking thoy may 
havo movod on. 

Bod timo camo at around 
11pm Por mo, it had doon 
a long day as uuo did a 
stocking in tho morning or 
50 nouu Pish so I uuas tirod, 
I could havo only doon 
asloop Por 50 minutos and 
I got a ono tonor!!! I am up 
liko a rockot tho adronalin 
pumping I struck into tho 
right hand distance rod, 
tho rod tip goos ovor I Pool 



Loads chuckod, distances 
marked, all ^ rods spot on, 
a lideral scattering oP dait 
to start and then the Pirst 
oP many kicks in the teeth, 
distances marked de- 
tuueen 80 and 120 yards 
depending on rod I sat 
douun to make up some 
Presh rigs, 1st hook in the 
sharpening vice and dosh 
a carp springs out in Pront 
oP me at 15 yards!!! Mayde 
a lone Pish making some 
noise I though, then dosh a 
second card slightly small- 
er at 8 yards. 



get oPP to a Plyer, an hour 
has passed ^ nouu rigs 
made up and as sharp a 
can possidly do and still 
nothing on the short rod 
and uuorse the Pish seem- 
ing disappeared, not hard 
to do in this size oP uuator. 
Still happy that I uuas in the 
correct spot I dropped 
2 rods short and put 2 
on the long rdn(^G area in 
Pront, then it happened 
BOSP^ a good looking Pish- 
ing came out detuueen the 
2 distances dePore I had 
a chance to react BOSP^ 
she uuas out oP the uua- 



a §ood pull back VGS i am 
in!!!!! Nope I am not. some- 
houu a suuan had tied him- 
self up in my line and uuas 
totally tanglod. aPtor a 
Pouu minutos I managed to 
drag it to tho dan§, throuu 
a not ovor it and com- 
moncod uuith a uurostling 
match to untanglo him, it 
uuas around his hoad, ovor 
his uuings undor his logs, 
dasically a right moss. 
I had to cut tho lino to got 
him Proo and thon dig ro- 
loaso uuas on, lot's just say 
ho uuasn't vory improssod 
and docidod to havo a dit 
oP a go, dut aPtor 30 sec- 
onds oP shouuing mo his 
chost and hissing at mo, 
uuo uuondorod oPP to saPo- 
ty. 

Nouu I had lost around 100 
yards oP lino and had to 
sot it all up again at lam, 
not tho idoal start I uuant- 
od. 

6am camo around and 
all uuas puiot, nico cuppa 
toa in hand I sat uuatch- 
ing tho mist, it uuas that 
thick I could hardly soo tho 
rods.... 

Vou could havo hoard a 
pin drop, it uuas my idoa 
oP hoavon, though it uuould 
havo doon dottor iP I could 
hoar Pishing Boshing 
around. 

I stayed here Por another 
night. Peeling conPident as I 
did see the odd Pish in the 

J3 - Carp Universe - 



area dut come the second 
morning I uuas itching to 

Quick pack up into the doat 
and I uuas auuay in search 
oP some Pish, I spotted a 
Pouu uuhile out in the doat, 
so had a puick set up and 
I uuas set again. Pishing 
at 90 yards onto an old 
stream ded, I kneuu Por 
shore they uuere Peeding 
there as 5 Pish had doon 
out oP here in 2 uueeks. 

I am nouu poised on my 
dait ducket uuatching uua- 
ter, uuaiting to see a scaly 



monster come up Prom 
the deep. Pishing in 20Pt 
oP sometimes do diPPicult 
especially uuhen trying to 
Pind uuhere they are actu- 
ally Peeding dut I Pelt good, 
rePreshed Prom the Pirst 
2 days dianking and ready 
to hit It oPP. 




iQCQnnDQr 



The prGssurGS are nouu 
up to 1027 and I am 
thinking 1 nun just 1 nun 
uuill do nno, sadly it didn't 
conno. 

I spont ^8 houns on tho 
spot uuith not so nnuch 
as a dioop, tho Pish had 
vanished, I could ovon 
got a dnoann and doliovo 
nno, dnoann and noach 
ano nonnnally clinnding up 
youn linos in this placo. 

In Pact so littio happonod 
I ann stnuggling to think 
oP anything oP intonost to 
uunito Pon thoso 2 days. 

By nouu I havo dono ^ 
nights and stanting to 
uuondon uuhat is go- 
ing on, so nouu nigs tiod 
[AGAIN], slight adjust- 
nnont hono and thono 
and nny conPidonco is 
dack up, I docidod to go 
Pon sonno hoavy dait- 
ing to soo iP I could Ponco 
thonn to Pood, this Pailod 
and it uuas still doad uua- 
ton. 

So Its nnovo tinno again, 
9ann in nny doat oPP in 
soanch oP sonno Pish, 
adout 50 acnos douun 
uuaton I Pound a coupio 



oP Pish nnoving anound, 
its doopon uuaton hono, 
nnaydo thoy ano hiding at 
nango in tho doopon uua- 
ton, so I divviod up and 
auuay uuo uuont. 

Pinstly I docidod all ^ 
nods uuould do sot up 
uuith solid dags, punchod 
anound 60 yands, spnoad 
adout 50 yands apant, 
nods douun on tho nost 
and I ann Pooling good, 
pnossuno is not up to 
1029 tho sun is out and 
I ann actually stanting to 
got a tan, its Octodon 
god dann youlll 
APton anound ^ on 5 
houns I spottod sonno 
Pish topping at anound 
200 yands, vingin uua- 
ton it doosn't noally 
got Pishod duo to tho 
distanco so I puickly 
dnaggod 2 nods in, sot 
thonn up uuith 2 solid PVA 
dags uuith pno gluggod 
20nnnn doilios in, anound 
25 in oach dag. 

ljunnpod in tho doat and 
auuay uuo uuont, at 180 
yands I dnoppod tho 
Pinst dag, 200 yands I 
dnoppod tho socond, 
thon a puick notnoat to 
got tho nods sot Pon tho 



ovoning. 

Blouu nno uuithin 2 nnin- 
utos oP tho nods doing 
on tho nost I spottod tho 
lino on tho 180 yand nod 
liPting slouuly, in Pact it 
uuas that puick I hadnt 
ovon put tho duzzon on 
I uuatchod it liPt and liPt 
thon tho tick tick tick oP 
tho nool stantod to go, 
WITITIIiiii So hit It I did, a 
slight dond in tho nod tip 
and I uuas in, dut sonno- 
thingjust uuasn't night, 
thono uuas no kick, no 
dult just a uuoight. 
Nouu I knouu thono ano a 
coupio oP Pish in this placo 
that ano knouun Pon doing 
lazy Pish and not doing 
anything so I ann think- 
ing nnaydo it's tho 50+ 
nninnon thatjust uual- 
louus in^? Ploaso lot it do 
ploasolll! 

Nopo it uuas a Pilthy 
cnotin oP a Bnoann, tho 
gnoody 2ld slinno dag 
took a 20nnnn dait on a 
sizo 2 hook, I nnoan no- 
ally sonnotinnos youjust 
think ^^uuhat uuas going 
thnough youn nnind uuhon 
you tniod to oat this''??? 



WorsG than all I am For 
uuhatGVGP TGason [I call it 
my carpy sghsgs] I am re- 
ally allergic to Broam slimo 
in a bi§ uuay. 

No othor Fish doos this to 
mo just Broam. iF I touch 
thom I §o rod. my Faco 
suuolls up and my skin ac- 
tually starts to dlistor. 
So as you can ima§ino 
uuhon this sack oF scum 
camo in I uuas not im- 
prossod. still it uuas uuoll 
and truly hookod so I had 
to doal uuith it, Forcops out 
hook romovod Fish pushod 
dark in uuith my not han- 



dle. 

Nouu ri§ noodod as ovon 
tho slimo on tho ri§ uuould 
§ot mo, so I sot adout a 
rapid ri§ sot up and dark 
out in tho doat, dut this 
timo I took a kilo oF chops 
and hole daits uuith mo to 
try and koop tho droam 
and roach occupied, it 
seemed to uuork as I didn't 
§et another touch all ni§ht, 
uuell apart From uuhat I can 
only descride as the most 
useless dats in the uuorld. 
Gvery BO seconds, dieep 
on one rod then dIeep on 
the noMt dIeep on the noMt 



and dIeep on the last. 

2 minutes later they uuere 
dark again. For ^ hours as 
the sun uuent douun the 
dats decided to play tunes 
uuith my alarms, though 
sounding nice I think I gave 
myselF uuhiplash constant- 
lyjumping up to see just 
uuhat uuas happening. 

I don't care uuho you 
are, even iF you knouu it 
IS dream or dats every 
dIeep makes your heart 
skip a deat, you eyes pop 
out oF your head and you 
dutt clench as this dIeep 
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could b9 th9 start oF a org tonGr!!!! 
Alas not, 5ann conno and it uuas still 
dark, I sat and uuatchod tho sunriso 
and tho mist lift Prom tho lako, another 
doautiFul morning to do a carp fisher- 
man, cup of toa in hand and a rathor 
pondorous dut still conPidont Pishorman 
sat on my duckot uuatchin§ for a doasty 
to appear. 

Sadly it didn't, and nouu it uuas Priday 
morning I knouu I only had 2^ hours to 
da§ ono, and in most times that uuhat 
uue §et so I didn't Feel to douun heart- 
ed, the pressure uuas due to drop and 
I uuas already thinking adout the night 
ahead. 

During the day I trickled in a dit oF dait 
here and there to try and make sure 
iF one turned up he had something to 
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munch on and that nni§ht 
help hinn stay. 

Then I had a thought, I 
point oP OMCitonnont as tho 
inlot noMt to nno started 
to Plouu, not Past dut it uuas 
causing nnovonnont and 
duddlos, this has got to do 
a good sign, suroly in high 
prossuro and Plouuing uua- 
tor that can causo oxygon 
and Prosh Pood nnust do a 
point to attract Pish'^'^^ 
So I sot adout uuhat uuas 
prodadly my craziost idoa 
yot, and doliovo mo look- 
ing dark nouu I think I uuas 
actually starting to loso my 
mind. 

ljumpod insido tho con- 
croto structure and Pound 
a duild up oP silt, mud and 
gravol this uuould do a 
porPoct platPorm to put a 
rod on. 

So I graddod a rod an 
alarm and dark cost and 
auuay I uuont, tho guys 
nouu divviod up tho oth- 
er sido must have doon 
rolling around laughing at 
mo dut I didn't caro, I uuas 
sure this uuas a good idoa.. 
RI6WTVV 

I had to uuado douun tho 
structure around 15Pt 
out until the uuater uuas 
around my thighs, knouu- 



ing the inlet uuas ^ Poot 
deeper I uuas thinking this 
IS deeper uuater, natural 
Pood sauce, Plouuing uuater 
and saPety Prom preda- 
tors uuhat could do more 
carpy. 

Well I dropped a solid dag 
into the Plouu and uualked it 
dark up, set the rod douun 
in the gully and sat dark 
uuith a dig grin on my Pace, 
almost smug that I had out 
smarted not only the Pish 
dut the other Pisherman 
as uuell. This uuas a no Pail 
opportunity RIGWT??? 

I then uuent dark and re 
doated out the other daits 
dark to 180 yards and 200 
yards uue are nouu set Por 
the louu pressure to ar- 
rive, come on Pish just give 
me one run. 

And then it happened, the 
rod at 180 yards had a 
really good strong dang 
to the top, and like a teen- 
ager doing caught dy 
his mum looking at dirty 
uued sites I uuas up and all 
over the place, stumdiing 
douun to the rods I liPted 
into uuhat I thought uuas 
a really good Pish, a pos- 
itive dend in the rod and 
a kick, here uue go aPter 
6 long dead nights I uuas 
in!!!!!! Was I B@#t%cks, yes 



another disgusting snot 
dag oP around 8ld, I uuas 
contemplating drop kick- 
ing it dack into the adyss 
or even stick a tredle in 
it and pike Pishing just to 
teach the greedy dogger a 
lesson, dut I gently got the 
dook out and slid it dack, 
nouu I had gone Prom to- 
tal euphoria to doing on 
the verge oP a Pull diouun 
mental dreak douun, pull 
yourselP together man iP 
I uuanted an easy Pishing 
trip Id oP gone to a com- 
mercial. 

Rod dack out I set adout 
making a cuppa tea and 
tried to enjoy my last 
night. 

Sitting on the cold con- 
crete inlet uuatching my 
sneaky red still please 
uuith my little trick I uuas 
content to go to ded Por 
the last night. 

Guess uuhat'r^'r^ Vou got it 
Gam came and uuent and I 
still didn't have a run, I am 
nouu done ready to have a 
hot shouuer and real Pood. 
Gven uuhen packing up the 
rods uuere the last thing 
auuay and uuatching them 
like a hauukjust in case I 
got a last minute take, still 
thinking there is a chance 
all the time I have dait in 



in th9 uuatGr. 



NopG nothing, into tho boat and oFF For broakFast it uuas, tho last thin§ I noodod uuas 
all tho othor lads anb tho boss nnan boing at tho boat yarb chatting uuaiting For mo, 
as ono callob out, bon't toll mo you blankob in a uuook, anb tho rupturo oF laughtor, 
but uuhon I ropliob yop I bib, thoy Foil silont liko uuhon you ask houu's your GirlFrionb 
anb you roply sho loFt mo For my bost mato...that kinb oF sinking Fooling.. 

But I triob, tho uuoathor uuas against mo anb tho placo is harb onough at tho bost oF 
timos. On avorago 5 Fish a yoar is a goob roturn so I uuasn't to bouun boat. 

Pirst bay back to uuork I havo bookob anothor 7 night trip auuay to tho samo placo in 
Novombor, lot's hopo For somo propor uuintor uuoathor.... 

Como ram or shino I am happior just boing thoro anb iF I catch that is tho bonus For 
mo, it's not all about tho biggost, or tho most somotimojust somotimos it's about 
tho chaso.. 
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Bgn Paulkner 



Ply Pishing Por Carp 



@ BGnioPaulknQp 
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though sunglasses act as 
protGction for your oyos 
to any roguo casts. 

TochniquQ 

To OMplain tho tochniquo of 
Ply Pishing uuould bo gh- 
tronnoly difficult so instoad 
IVo docidod to includo 
sonno innportant point- 
ors rogarding tochniquo 
that havo holpod nny Pish- 
ing. Pirst and Poronnost Ply 
Pishing IS all adout toch- 
niquo, dut luckily it's not 
diPPicult to pick up and all it 
takos IS a dit oP practice. 
I loarnt houu to Ply Pish dy 
uuatching vidoos and just 
getting outsido and giving 
it a go. Don't lot anyone tell 
you that you need expert 
tuition. When I Pirst start- 
ed I uuould practice in the 
garden Por mayde halP an 
hour at a time just getting 
a Peel Por the gear. It uuas 
only uuhen I uuas com- 
Portadle uuith casting that 
I started to actually Pish. 
One tip I can give on cast- 
ing uuould do not to rush. 
It IS important to pause 
detuueen the Poruuard and 
dackuuard cast to allouu 
the line to straighten oth- 
eruuise you'll do lePt uuith 
a pile oP line at your Poet 
uuhen you try and cast. It is 
also important not to uuhip 
the rod as you uuould iP you 



dend in the rod at all times 
to limit the amount oP slack 
line. Be patient and don't 
do hurry to get the Pish in, 
iP you rush you risk pulling 
the hook or cracking oPP. 



uuere casting a carp rod 
as this can have a similar 
ePPect. Instead Pocus on 
getting the line to turn- 
over dehind and in Pront 
oP you and you'll Pind that 
you achieve the dost casts 
uuith a more pro- 
gressive movement 
oP the rod. 



When you eventually ^ ^ \ ^ 
hook a Pish you'll uuantl 
to get it in. Playing 
a Pish on 
a Ply rod is 
very diPPer- 
ent to say 
a Ploat rod 
and similar 
to casting it 
takes some 
practice. A lot oP trout 
anglers play Pish dy 
stripping the Ply line 
uuith their hand houu- 
ever I uuould advise 
against this and in- 
stead suggest play- 
ing carp using the 
reel. Carp unlike trout can 
Pight Por prolonged pe- 
riods oP time therePore 
you uuant to do as smooth 
as possidle. It is hard to 
achieve this uuhen strip- 
ping line uuith your hand 
and in our experience 
using this method oP play- 
ing can cost you Pish. When ing uuhile you hone your 
you have a carp on make technique. With this in mind 
sure you keep a good the ideal starting venues 




Choosing a venue 

IP you'rejust starting out 
Ply Pishing Por carp you'll 
uuant to Pish a venue uuith 
tuuo things; plenty oP Pish 
and lots oP room to cast. 
This uuill give you the dost 
possidle chances oP catch- 



are uugII stockGd commGr- 
cial FishGriGS. OncG youVe 
ba§99d a Pguu Pish and are 
conPidGnt casting in the 
open you can progcGss to 




nnoro chall9n§in§ vonuos 
uuhoro for OMannpIo you 
nnay not havo nnuch roonn 
for a back cast or uuhich 
has a nnuch louuor stocking 
density oP Pish. 

Tinning 

Tho dost tinno to targot 
carp on tho Ply is undoudt- 
odly tho uuarmor summor 
months uuhon tho carp aro 
on or noar tho surPaco. 



P^aving said this houuovor 
carp can Pood on tho top 
in oarly spring and lato 
autumn, in poriods oP hi§h 
prossuro, so it's aluuays 
uuorth having tho kit in tho 
car roady to §o. Tho ma- 
jority oP our sessions aro 
lato aPtornoon through 
to ovoning uuhon tho dulk 
oP anglors aro packing up 
to loavo. With tho reduc- 
tion in angling pressure 
carp oPten Peed uuell in this 
period oP the day and in 
our experience it's uuhon 
uueVe had our dost catch- 
es. Another important tip 
I can give in terms oP tim- 
ing IS donT do in a rush to 
cast in. Spending an hour 
or tuuo daiting up a suuim 
uuith no line in the uuater 
IS invaluadle and can oPten 
result in a (^CGBlGr catch oP 
Pish over . 
the 



course oP a session. 

Putting it all into practice. 

So nouu you have all the 
inPormation repuired to 
target carp on the Ply you 
have no excuse to not 
give it a go. Get out there, 
Pling some PluPP and catch 




plenty oP carp. IP you'd like 
to see us in action dag- 
ging carp on the Ply as uuell 
as the other Pishing uue 
do check out my VouTude 
channel 

https://uuuuuu.youtude. 
com/user/denjaniOlegend 
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C NORTHERN 
A ANGLING 
jSHOWS 



In association with 



BRITAIN'S No.l WEEKLY FISHING NE 




28/29 MARCH '15 
EVENT CITY - MANCHESTER 

ALL THE BIGGEST BRANDS 
RETAILERS AND CELEBRITIES! 



UNDER 12'S GO FREE! 
ONLINE PRICES: £3 ' £7 £8.50 
MORE ON THE DOOR. FREE PARKING 
BUY TICKETS ONLINE, GET A FREE FISHING 

BOOK AND LOADS MORE! 

□ D www.northernanglingshow.co.uk 




^ Flores Tackle 

www.fIorestackle.com 
01375371200 




mifdme 





rMAINUNEDEALl 



ACE i3 Alarms > Gardner i 
I lOKG Cell/Hybrid I Call for best price ! 5,10&17ltr | 
I £79.99ij I I Buckets! i 



PRIMUS 

Gravity Stove 
£64.99 







New 201 4 Jumbo ■ ■ 

Kettle £34.99 ' BIGGEST DEAL THIS YEAR I 

Half price canister I Buy any set of 3 Shimano Ultegra's | 

cover when CarpTalk I ^^^^^'^^ ^ I 

is mentioned! with - , FIIEE Daiwa Plateau ^ 

the kettle ' bedchair worth £149.99 I 



ALLTrakker 

Wooly 
Hats in stockl 
Plum 

Peaked 
Bobble 
Wakker 






TRAKKER DEALS 

2 Cool Boxes for £30! (£20 off) 
Aphex Jacket M-XXL £49.99! (£40 off) 

Call 01 375 371200 



Forti s Eyewear 
ALL Bucket Hats in stock at £19.99 
WRAPS reduced RRP £24.99 OP £19.99 






I PRIMUS 1 

[ Spider Stove [ 
I £49.99 I 



CarpUniversE 
Magazine 




Trakker 

F-32 Suit 
Must have this 
winter! 
£119.99 
FREE Fleece 



www.florestackle.com 0 1375 371200 

sales@florestackle.com 7-8 Queen sgate Centre, Grays, RIW 1 7 5DF 









Paul Warren 



J5 





binding The Words 



'CharltonCarpQr 



carp an§lin§ uuasn't cg- 
ally a specialist sport, the 
standard SGSsion consist- 
9d of ORG float rod and 
ono lodgor rod. Odviously 
tho carp uuould aluuays 
como off of tho lodgor, 
it uuas a §ood Pouu yoars 
doPoro I started focusing 
on carp alono. 

Starting in this uuay gavo 
mo a roundod viouu on 
Pishing and I doliovo it's 
mado mo a dottor anglor 
today. Sudconsciously all 
my thoughts and Poolings 



adout angling uuoro do- 
ing Pillod auuay so uuhon 
tho decision camo to start 
documenting my journey, 
it's as iP I had a uuealth of 
material at my finger tips. 

Pishing dreed's literature 
and visa versa, uuith each 
visit to the dank drings 
uuith it a neuu tale to telL a 
series of neuu emotions 
and iP all goes to plan, 
mayde a Pish or tuuo. Por 
me, carp angling plays a 
huge roll in my ouun self 
expression, it takes you 



auuay to another uuorld 
and there, you have the 
time and the space to 
connect uuith everything 
that IS around you, and 
inside oF you. Being dy the 
uuater is a very grounding 
OMpononco and it opens 
up endless possidilities; 
it's adout uuhat could 
happen, not necessarily 
uuhat IS. The minute I ar- 
rive dank-side it's as iF my 
senses have heightened 
and during these times 
it's very easy to tap in to 
houu you really Feel adout 
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Catch Reports 



things, not only in a tactical 
sonsG nG§andin§ houu you'no 
§oin§ to appnoach the uuaton, 
but also houu you could §o about 
appnoaching aspects oP youn liPo. 

A Pquu years bach I suPPorod 
uuhat can only bo doscribod as a 
Pull on montal moltdouun, it's so 
hard to explain to pooplo uuho 
haven't experienced this Pirst 
hand Per themselves. My uuorld 
crumbled both inside and out 
and truth be told, it uuas very 
nearly the end oP me. I am still in 
recovery, it's been over three 
years nouu, I am not ashamed 
to admit this. I can say, ^hand on 
my heart' that iP it uuasn't Per my 
an§lin§ and blo§§in§ I uuouldn't 
be here nouu. Without sounding 
cliche I Nnouu that carp Pishin§ 
has saved my liPe and I ouue it a 
hell oP a lot. Gvery time I cast my 
baits out, I am casting out the 
uuorry, stress and the problems 
that seem to plague me a vast 
majority oP the time. Writing and 
angling allouus me to consolidate 
my thoughts, share my expe- 
riences and prove to myselP 
that I have once again made it 
through another day. With each 
Pish caught comes validation that 
I still have a place on this earth. 

Angling as a uuhole is a very 
misunderstood concept, espe- 
cially to those that have never 
truly experienced it, I person- 
ally believe a lot oP people have 
an angler' buried someuuhere 
inside them but Per one reason 
or another it hasn't been uuoNen 
up. When I uurite I uuant to try 
and capture uuhat it all means 
to me, I uuant people to look at 
angling through my eyes and iP a 
Peuu out there can drauu inspira- 
tion Prom it then I Peel I am doing 
the job I set out to do. As hard 
as I try I don't think I uuill ever 



truly be able to describe uuhat 
carping means to me, I don't 
class it as a ^sport', in sport 
there's competition and rival- 
ry, there is no designed place 
in angling Per either oP these 
things. We are all on our ouun 
journey and all oP us are Pree to 
take it uuherever uue uuant to. 
Gach and every one oP us are 
part oP its Puture and I Pind that 
a pretty exciting prospect, the 
Puture IS yet to be uuritten. 

So this brings me to my pues- 
tion Per you, is there a uuriter in 
you uuaiting to be uuoNen up? 
IS there something you've been 
dying to say about uuhat angling 
means to you'^ but have never 
had the courage to put it douun 
on paper. Well maybe nouu is the 
time, the beauty oP the Inter- 
net IS that it's very easy to Pind 
your voice and release it to the 
uuorld; I assure you that the 
right people uuill listen. As an- 
glers I Peel uue have a very re- 
stricted space to have our say, 
uue're usually sanduuiched in be- 
tuueen corporate sponsors or 
articles about the next ^uuonder 
rig'. Carp Universe has none oP 
those things, it's a space Per us, 
the anglers uuith that Plame that 
burns real bright. Per those oP 
us shuPPIing our passion around 
Pamilies, Nids andjobs. The ones 
uuho do the puicN overniSghters 
and then struggle straight oPP 
to ujorU at 6am uuith a car Pull oP 
smelly tacNIe, but houu great is 
thab^ to love something so much 
that you make it uuorN in the 
best uuay you can, any uuay you 
can. That's a story uuithin itselP, 
just uuaiting to be uuritten and I 
Per one uuould love to hear it and 
I am sure there are many out 
there that uuould love to hear it 
to. Get those rods out, get your 
pen out and see uuhat happens. 




Tattershall Lakes uuhilst on holiday 
Pell to Boille tipped uuith corn glugged 
in betalin & black. @BCarpDiaries 




23lb8oz 



Gary Maddison All On Natures Baits 
Alpha Range Prom Wis Local Water 




Alex Barker ^0+lb on Blooduuorm 
uuhilst on holiday in Prance 



WWW.NATURESaAIT5.COM 





[mil: _ 
natafssMsgiBLesMk t^/^ 



^ <r ^^^^ 





WWW.NATUPESaAITS.COM 



WWW.NATURESBAITS.COM 



NATURESBAITS@aol.co.uk 
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t2 HOOKS 
ONLY 
£3.19 

6 STYLES 
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— ^ 



DO VOU SreUO<;Ll TO TATCH CARP IN THE WINTER' 

WINnR HELP IS HERE! 

SHORT DAYTIME SESSIONS AVAILABLE 




For over 10 years t have consistently caught carp 
from everywhere i have chosen to target them. 
If f was asked what f considered to he my biggest 
edge in carp angling then t would have to say its 
my winter angling experience. 



This experience has seen me catching caqj from the icy banks 
here irt the UK, France, Sksvema jnd the USA.. So, f felt It ahout 
Time I offered a winter guiding service and show a few of my edges 
I have developed over many ye^rs of being out there actually doing 
il' rather than silting iri front of the ffre coming up with armchair 
theories and re -writing what othei^ have done before 




So. the same as I did fast summer I have decided to put d fe¥^ 
days aside for anyone wanting to take the advantage of a day or 
two out with me" 

SHAUN HARRISON 




r 






4 



FOR FURTHER rHFORHATrOK AND PRICES ETC. SIMPLY E-MAIL 



INF0]aQUESTBAIT5.CQM 



f 



&*1 




.6^ 





MlrtfM^I^ hih pwktJ iriti ^^^H^Bk^ 
ortlMlkri^B^ldl^bck'ilifiNbliAiilltari* < 

l«J IHIH Ford ifHtal «f IHttabfr Hlf^ bllUl biH. 

■dlMcL Ctmtln^ng; lir^liQsl Ti^^ls *l aFlffldha sill a ibw nJiii 
H lW hp«ilsij-f l«Dcl! oul lnt[> iJsn WDtir, iIi-m pibh hit%#« iggmitn 
Mtag... «J bg tiiriliiiJ Kii F*ltii ■» ptrltd ti botk kaIN, For lHf*1t*J, 



aAlT-TECH 




liiTii^ilililiUI 

nnovative Bait Dispensers 



www.spomb.com 




AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOO 



E SHOPS VISIT 



www.spomb.com 



Follow us on Twitter @Spomb on Facebook Spomb Limited 
YouTube www.youtube.com/user/SpombFishing 



Designed and Made in England 

Spomb Limited has various Intellectual Property Rights granted and pending - worldwide! 
Including UK Patent 2456085, Chinese Patent ZL2009801 091 89.5 
Registered Community Designs and Utility Models. Spomb'^'^ is our registered trademark for various use classes. 
We have successfully enforced against and stopped inferior copies of our products, and products similar in design, from being made, 
advertised for sale, stocked or sold worldwide and we have sought compensation and legal costs. 
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fo P sh , 


@nicolamsaundGrs 
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commando roll to my rods, hoart hammoring auuay, 
l9§s shaking so dadly that I can hardly stand. 



So Par it doosn't soom to mattor houu many Pish I 
catch it still happens. Day timo or ni§ht timo. I am 
loarning to hido it Prom othor anglors docauso I Poar 
that thoy uuould think I am somo kind oP Proak dut I 
can Pool my ontiro dody shaking insido uuith OMCito- 
mont. It's uuhon tho knoos givo that crazy uncontrol- 
ladlo uuoddio, it is adsolutoly ridiculous. Not to mon- 
tion a littio dit omdarrassing. I cannot doliovo that 
carp Pishing has this oPPoct on mo. 



Onco I havo landod a Pish I havo to put it in tho rocovory slingjust so that 
can rocovor and calm tho holl douun, not Por tho Pishos donoPit dut mino. 
P^ouu do all thoso anglors tako such sorious photos oP thomsolvos uuith tho 
Pish'r^ I can't holp dut smilo no mattor houu hard I try, it's impossidio not do 
happy to do holding ono oP thoso magniPicont doautios Prom tho lako. It is 
tho roason uuo go timo aPtor timo, sossion aPtor sossion oP dianking, getting 
cold, uuot and slimod dy Tonch or Broamjust to got that ono, and uuhon you 
hoar that ono tonor Plying douun tho lako that's uuhat it is all adout, so uuhy 
not got OMCitod and carried auuay"^ 
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OncG it's uu9i§h9d and photo§raph9d and sent oPP on its 
nnGrry uuay I can't help nnysGlP Pronn doing a littio danco, 
hop orjunnp dosido tho lako. Oh, and oP courso I phono 
ovoryono I knouu and sond thonn picturos, upload to 
Pacodook and Tuuittor. 

Maydo I ann a dit §iddy adout it alL dut I lovo it 



Catch Reports 




Mid 
301b 



AIqm Barker mid 501b on 
Blooduuorm M uuhilst on holiday in 
PrancG 




DavG BlachiG The Carp Syndicate 

CroLuborough NaturosBaits 
Blooduuorm M Caught On A Size 6 
Docoption An§lin§ LongshanN 




20lb+ Caught using Cdgo Pood 
Activation Liquid 




Mid 201b Caught using Cdgo Pood 
Activation Liquid 
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BeausoLeU French Carp and Cats 

EXCITING FISHING IN A IDYLLIC SETTING 
@BeausoleilCarp 




WHY MOT VISIT 0 011 



Jkl»@LIN@ 

CENTRE 



07925 552 750 



bnd' 



iqeuuaLer 

TACKLE'^BAIT SUPPLIES 

Unit 2 Barsbank Lane 
Lymm 
Cheshire 
WA13 0ER 

sales@bridgewatertackle.com 

lili Cur ?i\f\ih\i] 




Find us on 
Facebook 



follow us on 




I 



www.BRIDGEWATERTACKLE.com 



CarpU 



niversB 



Magazine 




VinnnnnnM_Vinn_Vann 
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WgII uuhGPG to start,,, I uuould say uuith summGr a distant nriGmory and uuith the 
onset of cold nnisty nnornin§s uuhilst §raspin§ a uuarnn cuppa uuatchin§ For si§ns of 
carp through tho gontio mists §hostin§ From tho uuator, I thought I uuould roFloct on 
a personal challongo I havo sot mysolF, and that is to da§ a 20ld carp on tho ^\^'^^^ 
Nouu to somo this may soom a simpio task, houuovor having novor hold a Fly rod 
and having no idoa oF uuhat to duy this uuasn't §oin§ to do as straight Foruuard as I 
First thought.... 

Tho timo had como to purchase tho tacklo uuhich uuas hopoFully §una land my tar- 
got, so For starters I purchased a 9Ft 6 uueight Fly rod and complemented this uuith 
an Alps reel and Floating line, uuhich I uuas §una Find out the hard uuay that this set 
up uuas never §una last !! Any uuay oFF I uuent all OMCited uuith the prospect oF land- 
ing that First carp on the Fly, I arrived home set the rod up and attempted to cast 
.the line"^ What a mess I ended up in Fly line everyuuhere, this uuasn't §oin§ to do 
strai§htForuuard and aFter hrs oF practice I Finally got the line Flying out!!! ChuFFed 
uuas an understatement I uuas duzzin, it uuas time to head lake side. 



X- 
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Th9 VGHUG I had cho- 
SGD to tar§9t uuas 
ClouuHG Dams locat- 
9d on tho outskirts 
oF Clouuno in North 
Gast Dorbyshiro. it's 
a silty vonuo uuith 
lar§9 Illy bods and a 
di§ hoad oF carp as 
uuoll as othor spo- 
cios and uuith tho 
odd rumourod lump 
or tuuo. I chooso 
this lako duo to 
its location doin^ 
not too Far From 
homo and tho loca- 
tion oF tho Illy pad 
dods doin§ not too 
Far From tho dank 
sido thoro location 
uuould do a com- 
Fortadlo cast and 
uuoro suro to hold 
a hoalthy amount 
oF carp during tho 
summor months. 

My Choico oF dait 
also took a dit oF 
considoration as I 
didn't uuant to §o in 
uuith tho Fly rod and 
uso a convontional 
hook dait liko chum- 
mios or a Fako m\H- 
or, oF courso id havo 
to uso thoso as 
Froo oFForin§s dut I 
uuantod something 
diFForont. so I choso 
to §o in uuith a diod. 



sounds stran§o dut 
a diod IS a typo oF Fly 
tiod uuith door hair 
and uuhippod on a 
strong hook and 
lookod uuickod. Nouu 
tho Froo oFForings 
uuoro tho dudgot 
dog discuit From 
Morrison's uuith my 
vory ouun tuuist, lot 
mo OMplain, I uuantod 
tho Froo- 
dios to got 
tho carp 
in a Food- 
ing Fronzy 
so I troat- 
od thom to a soak 
in tho Naturos 
Baits Blooduuorm M 
F^azo thon allouuod 
thom to almost dry 
thon coat thom in 
tho corresponding 
stick miMl! Tho 
rosult a duck- 
ot oF chummios 
that uuhoro guna 
provo irrosistidio 
to tho carp, thoy ^ 
lookod and smolt 
auuosomo, dut iF 
this IS something 
your guna try thon 
prop IS tho koyl! 



Do thom a Fouu days 
doForo For dost re- 
sults. The idea de- 
hind the process is 
maximum attraction 




NATU;^ES 
3AITS 



PQoa aaMALS-aoosTit^a pellets, aaouMisa 
PAancLts, s&a k sf tCK etc- swuKt v^ll 




tarts to iGdU into 
tho uuator column 
and tho snnall par- 
ticles drift through 
tho surPaco layors 
to pull tho carp up to 
tho surface [deadly 
if ya §9t it right, and 
tho Pish are on it] 

The timo uuas Final- 
ly up on mo to start 
Firing out tho Froo 
oFForings, this uuas 
going to do a tactical 
approach and a dat- 
tlo oF norvo dut uuas 
going to do a mar- 
athon rather than a 
sprint, I started Fir- 
ing out the chummies 
a pouch Full at a time, 
aFter a Feuu pouches 
I paused a uuatched 
the uuater around 
the edge oF the pads 
and the area to the 
rear and side oF my 
chosen area!!!! sud- 
denly there uuas a 
movement on the 
Fringe oF the pads, 
and BOOOM, a 
carps lips droke the 
surFace and I uuas 
greeted uuith the 
slurping sound as 
the Freedies started 
to get sucked douun, 
moments later an- 
other carp then an- 
other then another 



I uuas duzzin, and I 
could hardly contain 
my excitement, dut 
this uuas a mara- 
thon, so out uuent a 
Feuu more pouch- 
es uuhich slightly 
spooked them dut 
uuithin a Flash they 
uuere dark on it 
there must oF deen 
10 or so carp slurping 
auuay, I kept Feeding 
them For almost 2 hr 
doFore I uuas ready 
to cast a line For my 
First carp on the Fly. 

I stood up took con- 
trol oF the rod paid 
out the line and 
started to Flick the 
line out to area, the 
diod landed, I uuas 
shacking uuith the 
excitement and 
uuallop a carp came 
straight up and nailed 
the dIod, I tightened 
up and doom I uuas 
in an epic dattle took 
place the 6 uueight 
uuas dent right 
through to the dutt 
then uuithout any 
uuarning BANG the 
rod snapped, uuent 
uuith a right crack!!!!! I 
uuas adsolutely gut- 
ted, in all the com- 
motion the carp that 
Td hooked made 



Catch Reports 




its uuay into the pads 
and nGGdiGss to say 
9ot oPP!!! It uuas a nnas- 
SIV9 kick in tho ^ontlo- 
nnan's sausago, uuith 
that tho session uuas 
ovor and I packed 
up tail dotuuoon nny 
logs and uuont honno 
dut uuith sonno valu- 
adlo lossons loarnt. 
So that uuas it dack 
to tho tacklo shop dut 
this tinno I purchased 
a stiPPor rod! a 9Pt 9 
uuoight made dy Groys 
tho 6S2 right nico 
pioco oP kit. again I uuas 
itching to got dank sido 
dut Td havo to uuait a 
Pouu days as Tm a solP 
omployod plumdor 
and vory dusy at that. 

A Pouu days had 
passed and I uuas 
itching to get dank 
side. I had an evening 
spare so that uuas it 
I uuas on it, I rushed 
dark home loaded the 
gear in the van and 
drove at mach 10 [70 
mph really ] to the 
lake, uuhen I got there 
I uuas happily greeted 
dy one oP the old doys 
that dailiPP the lake and 
uue had a dit oP a chat, 
doing OM Porces I have 
a hell oP a lot oP time 
Por the old doys and 
some oP their stories 



are undelievadle, uue 
ouue them a hell oP 
a lot oP respect, any 
houu the suuim I uuas 
in previously uuas Pree 
so I uuont straight Por 
it, got the chummies 
out and the marathon 
started d(^d\n. as soon 
as the Pree oPPerings 
hit the uuater the carp 
uuere on it straight 
auuay yet d(^d\n I uuas 
duzzing, in detuueen 
Piring out the dait I set 
up the neuu uueapon 
and tied on the cho- 
sen diod uuith 12ld Pom 
apuos line and I uuas 
ready to go, I stood 
up Plicked the line out 
and instantly it uuas 
taken,,,, the dattle uuas 
ace proper heart in 
mouth action a small 
crouud gathered de- 
hind as they'd never 
seen anyone Ply Pish 
there venue, I reached 
Por the net, had some 
proper under the tip 
action and doom one 
in the net not a mon- 
ster dut a right old 
looking common not 
the 20ld Im aPter dut a 
uuarrior none the less. 
I unhooked the carp in 
the net and placed the 
rod douun and straight 
auuay started to Pire 
more Pree oPPerings 
out and dosh there 
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crazy carp dream squid. 
§r99n lips and coconuts 
don't §rouu in carp lakos!! 
Its all adout tho chomicals 
thoy hold, it thon occurred 
to mo that pro§nant uuom- 
on cravo odd Foods. I per- 
sonally doliovo thoy aro 
§oin§ dark to nature and 
Foodin^ dy chemical asso- 
ciation, so its not the pack- 
a^in^ or adverts that drive 
them its simply the dody 
needing specific nutrients 
For survival. Ves I can hear 
you ^^he's §one From doilies 
to pregnant uuomen. call 
the men in uuhite coats like 



I say its just my opinion dut 
it seems to tie in. And just 
to increase the eFFective 
edge oF the cell there must 
de something in the uuay 
the scent permeates the 
uuater column as carp Find 
it very quickly indeed. I de- 
lieve it uuorks dest uuithout 
glugging and over the top 
oils adding i think the trace 
scent leads directly From 
dait to carp, uuhere as uuith 
a huge slick I don't think the 
daited spot is as deFined. 
I say iF you give it a prop- 
er go in the correct area 
you uuould de hard pushed 



to Fail, sometimes the cor- 
rect dait IS literally under 
your nose and ignore any- 
one uuho slates it just get 
it on and get it out uuhile 
they diank. ok so I uuent a 
dit oFF track uuith this dut I 
needed to Find some sort 
oF reason and in my mind 
that uuas it. so uueath- 
er you love or hate it this 
amazing dait uuill aluuays 
catch and aluuays cre- 
ate a good dait discussion. 

Written By 

Rodin Devonshire 



Siu^ SAmp ^ac^ 

Tel: 07415 272066 




NORTHERN 
ANGLING 



)^HOW3 
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Tel: 07415 272066 






PVA PRODUCTS PRICE LIST 

Fva Mesk Tubed Refills 20m (mde 35mm) £12. 99 Free PAP 
Pva Mesh Tubed Refills 20m (Nmrow 25mm) £12,99 Free P&P 

Complete Pva Mesh Tubed System (1x5 m mde lx5m Narrorv Plus 
Double Ended Plunger) £8.00 Free PAP 

(All Tubed Systems Sold In 5 Metre Lengths Pre Loaded Onto Tubes) 

Pva Mesh Refill Packs 

Pva Mesh Refill Pack 5m (Hide Or Narron) £2. 75 Plus £1 P&P 
Pva Mesh Refill Pack 1 Om (Wide Or Narron J £5. 00 Plus £1 Pt&P 

Pva Mesh Refill Pack 50m (Wide Or Narron) £20. 00 Free P&P 

Pva Accessories 

Pva String (50m Single Ply Sold On Dispenser) £1.99 Plus £1 P&P 
Double Ended Plunger (Wlien Purchasing Tube System) £1.50 

PiY/ Solid Bags x 10(1 00mm x 1 QOntm ) £1.25 Plus £1. 00 P&P 




Find us on facebook 
StickySharp Tackle 



PayPal 




38lbs lOoz caught on 18mm 
Mainline IHYbrid over a liglit 
, sprinlcle of baits. 

Bequsoil Carp Qnd Cat Fishing 




OUR RANGE 
INCLUDES 



• DOUBLE QUICK STICK 

• HOODIES 

• HATS 

• ACCESSORIES 

• BAITS 

• HEAD TORCHES 



+ LOADS MORE 




Wghg is my story of houu 
I bGcanriG a carp angler, 
iP I can call myself that. I 
don't claim to bo §ood at 
uuhat I do dut I lovo doing 
out on tho dank and onjoy 
tho timo and dantor I havo 
uuith Prionds. Pishing start- 
ed for mo I suppose uuhen 
I uuas around years 
of age. I used to Pish Long- 
ham River, just outside 
Ringuuood, Dorset. 

Myself and a mate used 
to strap a rod to our dikes 
and a hold-all uuith some 
dasic gear. IP Tm honest 
I can't even rememder 
uuhat dait uue used. We 




hard- 
ly ever 
caught 

dut it uuas an adventure, 
it used to take us around 
half hour to ride our dikes 
to the river. We didn't 
catch anything dig, I don't 
ever recall catching a carp 
uue seemed to catch the 
littler species. 

Pishing dack in them days 
uuas just something uue 
did to kill some time as a 
teenager, I had no one to 
shouu me houu to Pish as 
none oP my Pamily uuere 
into Pishing, iP I think dack 
I'm not even sure houu I 



started. Pishing Por me 
as a tGGn3(^Gr uuas more 
like chucking a line in the 
uuater and hoping Por 
the dost, it didn't last long 
as at that age and I soon 
Pound other activities to 
keep me occupied. 

Many years later my an- 
gling adventure start- 
ed, I nouu live in Pareham, 
P^ampshire uuith the Mrs 
and 5 step girls. I try 
and get out on the dank 
at least once a uueek [it 
keeps me sane living uuith 
^ uuomenl. 
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nriGsh ba§ on the hook to 
stop tho tan§l9s. I Polt tho 
load douun and Pound a 
nico cloar spot around 3 
foot oPP tho 9d§9 of an 
island. I Polt I uuas on tho 
nnonoy, it couldn't Fail nno. 
To do Fair tho morning uuas 
roal puiot For doth oF us. 
Wo had a §ood chat adout 
diFForont tactic's and dait's 
uuo doth usod in tho past 
and it uuas nico to sharo 
somo oF tho tactic's and 
skilTs I havo loarnt ovor tho 
month's. Again I am not 
claiming to knouu it all dut 
Fool I havo lost my Noody 
status nouu. 

A guy a coupio oF suuims 
up got thoro adout an hour 
or so aFtor us and uuas 
having a succossFul morn- 
ing, ho had daggod around 
5 Fish dy lunchtimo and 
uuont on to catch around 
10 in total his diggost doing 



just ovor 20ld. My mato 
took tho picturo oF his 20 
around halF 5 and ho uuas 
just packing up roady to 
go. Wo had a chat and 
mado tho decision to movo 
around as that soomod to 
do tho only action on tho 
lako all day. 

Around 3.^5pm Stovo 
startod to tako a load oF 
goar around to tho nouu 
suuim uuhon suddenly my 
loFt rod rippod oFF. I uuas 
suddenly in aFtor not much 
action all day. Sho Folt liko 
a nico Fish, sho stuck to tho 
dottom and didn't uuant to 
dudgo. eventually I got her 
up and netted. She uuas 
a stunning mirror uuith a 
pristine mouth almost like 
she had never deen caught 
and she uueighed in at 20ld 
on the nose. It uuas a nouu 
mirror PB For me and I 
uuas duzzing. The duzz and 







GMCitGmGnt I §9t 
uuhGH catching a carp 
IS likG nothing gIsg, 
it nGVGC §9t's old. 
I slipped hoc dack 
uuith tho di9§9st ^nn 
on nny Paco and still 
nouu as I uunto this 
it nnako's nno snnilo. 
This uuas a turning 
point for mo in my 
advonturo. 

Wo uuoro still on tho 
movo at this point 
and Stovo uuas koon 
to catch something 
for himsolF and I 
uuas just happy to 
havo caught another 
PB. No longer than 
5 minutes my right 
rod ripped off. I uuas 
in again, and it had 
suuitched on sudden- 
ly they uuere on the 
Peed. This one uuas 
a common around 
llld and uue couldnT 
delieve houu puick it 
had happened. We 
seemed to de onto 
a uuinner. Prom the 
neuu suuim uue uuere 
adie to cast to the 
spot I had the previ- 
ous Pish off so Steve 
decided to Pish to this 
spot and I choose 
uuhere the guy uuas 
catching earlier this 
time adout a rod 
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length back oPF another 
island further douun the 
lake. They SGemed to do 
on tho Pood around this 
aroa as thoro uuoro Pood- 
in§ spots ovoryuuhoro. 
Usin§ tho samo tactics 
and ri^'s I cast out again. 
Adout half an hour had 
past and I uuas in again. 
This timo a nico l^ld 2oz 
common and anothor 12ld 



around half an hour lator. 
I couldn't doliovo it. This 
uuas a droam sossion for 
mo and ono of my most 
succossPul. UnPortunatoly 
Stovo didnT havo much 
luck. Sorry Stovo. 

Thoso day's I rogularly 50 
Pishin§ uuith anothor mato 
callod Stovo and havo 
doon catching ovor sinco. I 




havo stuck to Sticky Bait's 
Hrill Boilios and Pop-ups 
and thoy soom to do doin§ 
tho dusinoss for mo and 
my photo aldum is filling 
up nicoly uuith somo mid 
doudlo's. My liPo rovolvos 
around Fishing, I think Nicky 
got's a dit Fod up somo- 
timo dut sho lovos tho 
pioco and puiot nouu uuhon 
I am not at homo. I hato 
to say it dut my Sky Bom 
IS still Full up uuith ovory 
Fishing program I can Find 
and I spond all my uuaking 
hour's rosoarching uua- 
torcraFt and diFForont uuay 
to got tho odgo ovor oth- 
er anglers. 

Pishing changed For me 
aFter my last trip. On the 
2nd Octoder 201^ Me and 
Rod decided to go out For 



th9 9V9nin§ to a lake lo- 
cal to us. I uuon't montion 
tho nanno as it's a bit of a 
hiddon §9nn, it is houuovor 
not a day tickot lako. Wo 
arnvod around half ^ to 
tako a look around as tho 
rulos For this lako aro you 
can only Fish From 5pm For 
2^ hours and you drauu 
p9§s at 5pm. This is tho 
First timo I havo Fishod 
this lako and didn't knouu 
a lot adout it. Rod hadn't 
Fishod it oithor so couldn't 
roally adviso. Thoro uuoro 
anothor 2 §uy's on tho 
lako that ni^ht and uuo 
§avo thom First pick oF tho 
suuim's as uuo uuoro nono 
tho uuisor it didn't mattor 
to us. Wo mado our uuay 
around tho opposite sido 
to tho 2 §uy's and pro- 
coodod to sotup. 

Tho suuim's aro Fairly ti^ht 
and tho ono I chooso had 
somo ovor hoad dranch- 
os. Tho lako itsolF is Full oF 
uuood and look's almost 
un-Fishadlo. I had a load 
around and couldn't Find a 
cloar spot at all. IF I'm hon- 
ost I uuas vory dishoart- 
onod this ni§ht as this is 
not tho Fishing I am into 
and to do Fair had novor 
roally Fishod anyuuhoro to 
uuoody doForo dut I knouu 
uuhat I noodod to do and 
houu I uuantod to prosont 



my dait. I optod For a chod 
sotup uuith a 15mm Hrill 
Pop-up. I §ot my First rod 
sotup, §ot douun on ono 
knoo and uuont For tho 
cast to my spot. Pirst cast I 
§ot caught in tho ovorhoad 
dranchos, I triod to got it 
out dut it snappod oFF. So 
oFF I §o to mako up anoth- 
or choody, all sotup roady 
to §o again, socond cast 
OMactly tho samo thing hit 
tho ovor hoad dranchos 
and snappod oFF again. 
By this timo I am so Frus- 
trated uuith mysolF I uuas 
roady to pack it all up and 
chuck it all on oBay. I havo 
novor Folt liko this doForo 
uuhon Fishing and I had had 
onough, I shoutod to Rod 
^That's it I'm dono". 

I took 2 minutos to gath- 
er my thought's and had 
a look at tho suuim noMt 
to mo it uuas tuckod in tho 
corner auuay From every- 
one and I started moving 
all my gear douun there. 
By this time an hour or so 
had pasted and the light 
uuas Fading really puickly 
and I hadn't even got a rod 
out. So dark to the setup I 
made my 5rd choody and 
got it casted out onto the 
spot I uuantod, once d(^d\n 
there uuas no clear spot 
so I hoped For the dost 
that it uuas presented. I 



got my second rod out, I 
uuas using a snouuman rig 
uuith a doilie topped uuith 
halF a pop-up and placed 
it around a rod length to 
the right oF my First and 
scattered around 50-^0 
doilie's over my spots. 
I uuas told I uuould need 
around a kilo oF doilie's 
on this lake to get them 
Feeding dut I uuas so Frus- 
trated I couldn't do doth- 
ered uuith it anymore and 
just settled douun For the 
night. I uuas so angry uuith 
myselF I didn't care much 
that night and just got my 
head douun and had an 
early night around 8pm 
as it uuas pitch diack. I had 
a couple oF liner's through 
the night on my right rod 
and that's it. 

I uuoke at First light and 
just chilled out as uuo uuoro 
due to leave around Sam 
that morning For uuork. 
Around 7.50am my leFt 
rod suddenly plodded oFF. 
I jumped on it puick and I 
uuas in. I sauu the tail come 
out the uuater and man it 
looked dig. 

Although I uuas puick he 
had done me. As I men- 
tioned there uuas so much 
uueed I just couldn't dudge 
him I kept the pressure on 
to start and he uuas hav- 




in§ noriG of it. I 
could PggI th9 Paint 
movGnriGnt of a 
Pish but dGCidGd to 
slack oPP and put 
tho rod dack on tho 
alarnn's. Around 
20 minutos lator I 

ChOCkod to S99 iP 

ho had droko looso 
and I mana§od to 
movo tho uuood a 
littio closor and still 
Polt a Paint knock 
on tho ond dut 
ho had dono mo 
onco moro. At this 
point I admittod 
doPoat and uuas 
^ jrotty conPidont I 
uuouldn't do landin§| 
this Pish. I sauu tho 
tail dut had no roal 
idoa uuhat sizo ho 
uuas. I sat tho rod 
douun ono last timo 
Por anothor 15- 
20 minutos uuhilo I 
packod up tho cost 
oP my §oar and all 
that uuas loPt uuas 
that ono rod and 
tho alarms to do 
packod auuay. By 
this timo it's around 
8.^5am and uuo 
noodod to §ot 
moving. I docidod 
that uuas it, I liPtod 
tho rod and thoro 
uuas no movomont 
at all. I ti§htonod up 
roady to snap oPP 



as that's all I could 
do and suddonly 
thoro uuas movo- 
mont, ho had droko 
his uuay through 
tho uuood, com- 
ing touuards mo 
and I uuas into a 
short Pight again. I 
couldn't doliovo it... 
I givo Rod a shout 
to givo mo a hand 
and at this timo ho 
uuas undor my rod, 
thoro uuas so much 
uuood I strugglod to^ 
igot tho Pish in tho 
not. Thoro uuasn't 
any Pight loPt in him 
and ho just rollod 
in. I had to got rid 
pP most oP tho 
uuood to soo tho 
Ipish and suddonly 
I caught a glimpso 
oP tho SIZO oP him 
in tho not mo and 
Rod said ho uuas 
a good doudio 20 
uuhich again uuould 
smash my RB. Wo 
got him out and ho 
uuas puro muscio, 
I couldn't doliovo 
my oyo's ho uuas a 
stunning 32ld Mir- 
ror!!! I couldn't do- 
liovo it god knouu's 
houu I managod to 
land this Pish, I uuas 
lost Por uuord's. 
APtor tho night I 
had, I don't think I 
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dGSGrvGd it but he 
uuas minG, I land- 
9d this brutG un- 
dGliGvadly. This is 

ORG oP th9 dl§§9St 

Pish in this lakG 
and I cau§ht hinn, 
Punny thing uuas 
j| uuas talking to a 



nnatG adout this 
lakG a littiG a cou- 
ple oP uuook's dack 
and ho had caught 
this sanno Pish. P^is 
nanno is Cut Tail 
and uuas cortain- 
ly on tho nnunch 
as nny nnato had 
caught hinn at 30ld. 

So this trip has 
kind oP changod nny 
Pishing advonturo 
nouu and this is 
ono oP tho diggost 
Pish on tho Ports- 
nnouth Tickot and 
uuill do hard to doat 
it. My aim nouu is 
to travol around 
somo oP tho dig- 
gor vonuo to catch 



isomo oP tho old 
uuarriors that aro 
^''^out thoro. I usod to 
•^bo happy catch- 
ling anything. donT 
I got mo uurong I 
lovo catching dut 
I nouu my advon- 
turo has changod, 
it's not adout tho 
sizo anymoro it's 
moro adout catch- 
ing thom stunnor's 
land tho old uuar- 
riors thats havo 
doon around Por 
yoar's. 

I still class mysolP 
as a nouudio to 
carp angling dut I 
havo had up's and 
douun's dut havo 
loarnt Prom ovory 
sossion I havo had, I 
canT uuait to sharo 
all my storios and 
advonturos uuith 
moro pooplo. 
Ploaso Pool Proo to 
got in touch iP you 
havo any puos- 
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Michael Piatt 



he Quick 
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this uuas a lovely little mir- 
ror uuoighin^ in at 161b ^oz. 
Groat stuff my first ono of 
tho sossion I quickly ro- 
sot my rod to samo spot 
and sat dark on tho dod 
chair and dozod off only 
to do gladly uuokon up dy 
my othor rod this turnod 
out to do tho dost fish of 
tho sossion a 25ld lOoz 



common. I rosot this rod 
and uuas adout to ro-cast 
uuhon it dauunod on mo I 
havo no chanco of cast- 
ing this dack out into tho 
cloaring as I could not soo 
out that far so I docidod to 
cast it short noar uuhoro 
my othor rod uuas on 
tho intension of casting it 
dack out at first light I sot 



my alarm for ^:30 in tho 
morning, only this uuasn't 
noodod as at ^am my 
duzzor sounded and my 
doddin uuas once again to 
the top. Another common 
at 19ld, not massive dut I 
uuas still made up 5 carp 
caught in uuhat turned out 
to do a quick overnighter. 
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After about 2 hours I 
had convincod mysolP 
my I uuasnt Pishing right 
so I changod ovor to tho 
ovor faithful solid dag, so 
I knouu no matter uuhat 
atloast I had somo dait 
around my rig, thon first 
thing in tho morning I 



could uuako up and re- 
cast my rods. 

Noodloss to say I caught 
naff all that night . At 
around 7am 
I roolod my rods in and 
found a nico clear spot at 
around 15 uuraps straight 
in front of me. I put my 
middle rod straight out in 
front of my peg and I put 
my other rods roughly 10 
feet either side of it. I then 
got the mighty SPOMB 
out and emptied around 
5-^ Hg of miMed particle 
right ontop of my middle 
rod. 





decided to spomd a parti- 
cle miM rather then uuhole 
doilie as I had made that 
mistake on my last vis- 
it to Brasenose One and 
it took nearlly B days for 
them to uuork there uuay 
through my free offerings 
defore I got a run. 
This in mind my sped m\H 
uuas made up of f^emp 
that I had doiled in chilli 
flakes and pouuder, 6 tins 
of suueetcorn and a kilo 
of my homemade doilies 
diending up. 

In the first night I uuas 
rudely auuakened to the 
sound of a one tone, un- 
fortunatley It uuasn't my 
alarms they uuere Burn- 
leys. Not only had he 
caught the first fish of 
the trip dut he had uuoke 






and had smashed my PB dy 
2ld. After UU9 had TGmovGdthG 
ri§ UU9 put it in th9 slin§ so uug 
could tako somo dottor pho- 
tos in tho morning. Loss thon 
a coupio oF hours lator tho sun 
uuas up tho uuaddors uuoro 
on and tho camora uuas out. 

Pirst Fish oF tho trip and ho 
had droko doth oF our PBs ho 
uuas ovor moon and mado 
tho lon§ drivo all uuorth uuhilo. 
What mado it ovon suuootor 
uuas uuo hadn't hoard a sin- 
§lo doop oFF anyono olso on 
tho lako so uuhat ho uuas do- 
ing uuas right. F^o uuas Fishing 
tho multirig using CB Tack- 
os hooks, suuivols, draid and 
puick link. On a coll dottom 
dait uuhilst spomding homp 
and corn ovor tho top uuith 
a littio dit oF crushod doilio. 




Org oP the hardest things I find uuhen it 
comGS to Pishing is sitting on nny hands. 
I usod to do ono of thoso anglors uuho 
couldnt loavo his rod for moro thon a 
coupio of hours. I had it in my hoad that 
tho dait uuasnt right or tho rig uuasnt po- 
sitioned corroctly so I uuould spond lon- 
ger changing things thon actually leaving 
it in tho uuator. Tho uuay I uuork nouu is 
my rods got roolod in at droakPast and 
at toa odviously tho OMCoption to-tho rule 
is uuhon thoros a lump on tho ond. 

All day had past and I had nouu doon on 
tho lako For nearly 2^ hours and all I had 
done IS uuork on my camera skills taking 
pictures oF the 5 Burnley had out. Con- 
fidence uuas a little knocked and I uuas 
expecting to go home on a diank and 
hang my head in shame. On the drive 
douun I had mentioned to durnley I just 
uuant a 28ld no more no less. I just kept 
repeating it to him dut my chances uuer- 
ent looking good. 

That night I must oF had a dug or some- 
thing decause dy 7pm my head uuas 
throdding I uuas shivering like it 

uuas -10c so I decided to get my 
[head douun have an early 
night dut all I uuanted to 
do uuas go home and 
get in my ouun ded. 

:50am having 
adout^uu dad the trip uuas 
or the noise I had 
he only uuay I can de- 
^u get uuhon you hear 
off IS the same as a 
1 dells on Christmas 




morning. 



I got out of ded ran dare Foot to my 
rods uuoke up half the lake shout- 
ing ^^Burnley uuake up im Finally in''. Wit 
it and reeled the lump in. We put it in 
the Sader Carp Crid and uueighed it. It 
came in at 22ld dut then I realized in 
my dazzed state I had left the net 
the sling SCWOOL BOV it actual- 
ly came iin at 20. Bid. We put it in in the 
Trakker Retaining Sling and pegged it u 
to the side of my suuim 



I decided to sit up for 
an hour and have a 
uuell deserved deer 
uuhilst uuatching some 
films on the Pad. 



B:BOam I heard it again uuith no uuarn- 
ing it screamed off. I ran out nearly 
Pell over in the process as doing half 
asleep. Turned out to do a 2B.^ld and 
due to the time uue put it in another 
sling and uuaited till the morning for the 
photos. I had the diggest smile on my 
Pace and couldn't uuait till morning. This 
time it Pell to the Blouu Back Rig made on 
CB Tackles curve shank size 8 uuith a col 
dottom dait. 

When morning came I put the uuadders 
on uuoke durnley up to do my camera 
man, uuhich he uuas adsolutely thrilled 
adout. 
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still not hGard anyonG gIsgs alarms §o 
oFP and I do understand its a vory di§ 
lako dut ovor p9§ uuas takon so uuo 
uuoro uuithin oar shot of adout 8-10 po^s. 
Whilst uuo uuoro drin§in§ in tho slin§s uuo 
actually had 2 diokos shouu uualk up to us 
uuith thoro 2 sons sayin§ ^^uuoro dlank- 
in§ and uuo just uuant to shouu our sons 
uuhat a propor carp lookod \\[<g\ With- 
out sounding di§ hoadod I Polt liko a §od 
among moro mortals. It is usually mo 
uuatching ovoryono olso dut not today. 



and tho othor 2 on tho odgos. This stylo 
of spomding has aluuays uuorkod for mo 
so I Piguro uuhy chango it. 

Wo got in my divvy For a drouu and to 
uuatch a coupio oF opisodos of M-Pilos on 
tho Pad. AFtor adout an hour ovory nouu 
and thon I just hoar a singlo dioop. I uuas 
sot on tho odgo oF my dodchair uuaiting 
For it thon out oF nouuhoro BAM I uuas 
into another 20. Wo drought hor in and 
sho camo in at 25. ^Id. 



I rocast my rods at tho o^act samo 
point and put adout 10 moro spomds oF 
particio out thorojust to top it up. I only 
spomdod ovor tho middio rod, tho idoa 
doing that this uuay I had a circio oF dait 
uuith ono rod smack dang in tho middIo 




I docidod to ond at a high point and uuhilo 
it had stopped raining to start pack- 
ing my gear auuay dut odviously leaving 
my rods out. I had durnley uuatching my 
rods and i uuas on the 3rd trip to my 
van all I had leFt uuas divvy and rods and 
heard it d(^d\n. So doing a dit cocky 
and still adamant I uuas catch- 
ing a 28ld on this trip i uualked 
dark puiet leisurely, durnley 
had the rod in his hand reel- 
ing her in and I shouted ^^uuhat 
does it Feel like having a 28ld on the 
end oF your rod". I took over the rod 
put the uuader on and got in the uuater 
so I could net her. Burnley uuas run- 
ing around trying to Find uuhich dag 
the Reuden F^eatons uuere in. We got 
here in the cradle and I uuas gutted yet 
chuFFed at the same time. 
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After 2 days oF saying inn 


Alot oF poopio got snob- 








§0109 to catch a 281b the 


by uuhon it connos to canp 








last Fish 1 caught uuhilst 


Fishing 1 cant toll you houu 








loading tho van canno in 


nnany tinnos Tvo hoarb 








at 271b. uuhich 1 uuas ovon 


poopio say ^^Bnasonoso 








tho nnoon uuith as 1 had 


Ono IS Full oF birty sinn- 








just toppod nny pnovious 


nnos\ 1 go Fishing For tho 








PB by noanly 21b but 1 uuas 


OMpononco anb tho nola^- 


Got to givo a 


massive 


tonnptob to Foob it pollot 


ation it givos nno anb For 


thanks to CB 


Taci 


■^lo For 


uuhilo it uuas in tho sling 


that roason alono Braso- 


supplying us 


UUlt^ 


1 tho onb 


hahaha. 


noso ono has to bo my Fa- 


tacklo that bi 


d th 


0 busi- 




vorito Fishory. IF 1 can catch 


noss puality ( 


?ea 




1 hab ono oF tho bost tnips 


20s out oF thoro anyono 








in nny liFo. 1 coulbn't oF 


can. 








thought oF a botton uuay 










to sponb that uuookonb 


Noobloss to say uuo both 








UU9 hab tho stnossos oF 


uuont homo uuith a mas- 








uuono UU9 going to nnako it 


sivo smilo on our Facos. 









in timo to trying to Finb a 
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A social session uuas 
plannod and tho nouu 
spocinnon lako at Ploat Pish 
Parnnjust on tho outskirts 
of Potorborough uuas tho 
choson vonuo. So uuith 
nny buddy picking nno up 
UU9 sot about a loading 
tho car, thon uuo Pound 
oursolvos hoading Off in 
soarch of a Pish or tuuo iP 
tho carp §ods aro kind to 
mo. 

Ploat Pish Parm is a fairly 
nouu comploM on tho uuost 
sido oF potordorou§h 
only a Fouu milos From 
tho touun and uuith §ood 



roads It's oasy to Find. It's 
a comploM oF 6 lakos ca- 
torin§ For all uuith a match 
lako Full oF silvors a carp 
lako and a Fouu othors dut 
tho choico For us uuas tho 
spocimon lako callod Sand 
Lako, a lako oF only 2/3 
acros in sizo a toardrop 
shapod lako lying uuost to 
oast uuith only Fivo suuims 
Four oF uuhich aro on tho 
ono sido and tho othor 
ono,po§ 1 on tho top ond 
oF tho lako all uuith a cradio, 
uuoighing slin§ on a static 
polo to uuoigh From. 
All suuims aro uuoll po- 
sitioned and spacious to 



allouu ovon tho diggost oF 
divvy's tho only douun- 
sido IS It's a pod or sta§o 
stand suuim as Thoy aro 
all dockod, a nico touch 
though IS tho solar pouu- 
orod lights on tho Front 
cornors also on tho Fonco 
post on tho Far dank a 
groat sight markor in tho 
oarly hours oF darknoss. 
At £25 For a 2^ hour pe- 
riod It's not tho cheapest 
dut It's uuoll set up and 
iF interested It's a online 
dooking system uuhich 
uuorks uuoll. When dook- 
ing you are dooking your 
suuim From 1pm to 1pm 



you can sgg onlinG each 
and GVGry suuinn and the 
uuatGP uuhat it covers so 
aiding you to nnako your 
choico. 

Tho suuim of choico for 
mo uuas No 5 dark of tho 
island and tho dody of 
uuator to tho right. Tho Far 
dank IS rood Fringod and 
as no suuims aro on that 
dank it's a good choico as 
tho uuator dopth is around 



Ft just a Fouu Foot From 
tho dank uuhich has tho 
addod donus oF doing on 
tho road dank uuhich londs 
itsolF to uualking around 
to dait up uuith no nood 
to pop tho smomd/spod 
tho 80 odd yards or so 
across thoro. 

Tho suuim oF choico as said 
has tho right hand ond oF 
tho island straight in Front 
oF tho suuim adout ^5 to 




50 yards to tho Front cor- 
nor. 

Tho ond oF tho island has 
somo sporadic roods 
grouuing dut still Allouu- 
ing For tucking a dait up 
closo onough to tho island 
in around 5/^Ft oF uua- 
tor also tho island is puito 
diunt so you can pick a 
spot. So tho dait uuas cast 
dut tho montal imago oF 
uuhoro I uuantod it uuasnT 
right, nouu tho duilding 
cross uuind uuasnT help- 
ing any and doing a dit oF 
a Fussy old so and soThon 
noarly ainT good onough 
so adout 12/15 casts lator 
I Finally had it land uuhoro 
I uuantod it to do so tho 
markor tapo uuas duly ap- 
plied in roadinoss For tho 
ro-chuck! WishFul thinking 
or a positive attitude, ei- 
ther uuay I uuas happy uuith 
It. 

As the uuind uuas ham- 
mering douun the lake the 
choice For the other rod 
uuas to drop a rig douun 
therej did pop a mark- 
er douun the end just to 
check out things and It's 
a little deeper at around 
9/10 Feet a little deep or 
than the top end as it 
3\JGrd(^GS 5/7 Ft. So uuith 
doth daits out there it uuas 
time to kick dack and have 
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that ^^social". Many breuus 
later and the uuorld banged 
to rights In uuhich the time 
FIguu by it uuas nearing that 
time and at this time oF year 
5:50pm is close to pushing it 
iF a tricky cast uuas ropuirod 
uuhich uuith tho uuind it cor- 
tainly uuas. So tho timo to 
recast tho rods For tho night 
ahoad had arrived and after 
placing them back on the 
money I uuas set and I uuas 
hopeful oF a disturbed nights 
sleep. 

The lake is only a Feuu years 
old and uuas a Former 
uuorkings so a sandy /clay 
bottom IS uniform and the 
uuater still has a colour to it 
From the uuorkings, uuith no 



1, 



signs of uueed then a sim- 
ple bottom bait pair oF rigs 
uuere uuhat uue used. 
Nothing to elaborate uuas 
needed as these Fish have 
not become Viggy" as they 
are not chased day in day 
out so a simple braided hook 
length uuas used, houuev- 
er the usual tungsten line 
aligners and a tungsten pin 
douun uueight uuere incor- 
porated to keep everything 
pinned douun on the deck 
out oF their uuay. 
The range is not an issue 
either so a good catapult uuill 
be suFFicient to get those all 
important Free oFFerings out 
there to tempt our puarry 
to get their heads douun and 
have a munch and making 



a slip up and oFFering the 
chance oF those all import- 
ant trophy shots. 
The stocking oF the lake took 
place a Feuu years back and 
IS said to bejust under 100 
Fish including a surprise cat- 
Fish or tuuo among them go- 
ing up to the louu 50's and a 
mixture oF both mirrors and 
commons. 

Nouu uue uuere Full oF an- 
ticipation For a Fish or tuuo 
houuever the carp gods 
uuere not on board and 
leFt us leaving the complex 
uuithout a Fish betuueen us 
though our spirits uuere not 
dampened and uue uuill be 
back For another try. 
Til then tight lines. 
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Do you boliovo in tho oc- 
cult"^ Noithor did I until a 
Pouu days doPoro this trip. 
A family Priond of mino has 
just started in tho practice 
oP tarot cards and as a dit 
oP Pun I thought I uuould put 
hor to tho tost and soo iP 
my trip uuas §oin§ to hold 
any surprises. Tho cards 
uuoro dealt and the num- 
der 8 stood out, also a di§ 
surprise uuould occur ac- 
cording to the readings. 

Nouu Tm not a person 
that takes things to heart 
dut Prom uuhat I heard it 
sounded OH so I uuas Pull 
oP optimism Por the trip. 
The venue in store uuas 
Cherpont Lakes. Cherpont 
IS set in 65 acres, in the 
rolling hills oP the Limousin 
region in Central MassiP 
Prance and uuas created 
in the early 19th century, 
giving it a Cassini status. 
Cherpont is a 59-acre, 
river-Ped, mature lake, in a 
peacePul, secluded setting 
uuith tree lined danks and 
deautiPul vieuus oP the sur- 
rounding hills and coun- 
tryside. Me and my Pishing 
partner Andreuu arrived 
aPter an 11 hour journey. 
We had a puick chat uuith 
the group on the previous 
uueek, and had a ^puick' 
uualk around the Pishery 
dePore the drauu uuas to 



take place detuueen us 
and the other anglers to 
determine our suuims Por 
the uueek. Undelievadly 
me and Andreuu dreuu out 
ping pong dalls 1 & 2 out 
oP the dag so uue got our 
Pirst choice oP suuims. 

We ended up in 2 suuims 
noMt to each other knouun 
as ^Hermits' and Re- 
named' uuhich are central 
suuims on the lake, uuhich I 
Pelt uuas the dest possidle 
positions uue could de in 
as the Pish like to hold up at 
rdn(^G in the central area 
oP the lake uuhen under 
pressure and iP they uuere 
going to de on the move 
decause oP a Presh uuind 
Prom one end oP the lake 
to the other uue uuould in- 
evitadly intercept them at 
some point. 

Cherpont is surprisingly 
shallouu Por it's size and 
d\JGrd(^GS at ^ Poot uuith 
the odd 6 Poot area here 
and there. The dottom 
mainly consists oP silt uuith 
the odd Pirmer patch dot- 
ted adout. Prom the oPP I 
could see the Pish uuere 
holding up at around 100- 
110 yards rdn(^G detuueen 
me and the dn(^\Gr oppo- 
site so I decided to put a 
couple oP single hook daits 
on them uuithout trying to 



disturd them too much via 
markering or daiting up. 
These Cherpont Pish houu- 
ever have see it all dePore 
and like clockuuork they 
just seem to knouu uuhen 
the neuu anglers have ar- 
rived and disappeared out 
oP site. 

Hnouuing my chances oP 
a dite seemed doudtPul, I 
then set adout my initial 
plan and got the mark- 
er out and Pound a nice 
area oP Pirm silt around 
95 yards rdn(^G uuhich 
seemed like it had deen 
conPidently Ped on, so that 
uuas my spot marked. 
Out came the throuuing 
stick and my choice oP dait 
[uuhich IS the Naturesdaits 




Alpha boiliG ran§9]. uuhich 
I had also coatGd in Wy- 
dro and the nnatchin§ glug 
in th9 ran§9. I soon dis- 
patchod around half a kilo 
on tho spot. I thon spod- 
dod out a Purthor half a kilo 
on tho dack oP tho aroa. It 
uuas a tricky Pishin§ situa- 
tion as it uuas just in ran§9 
for th9 throuuin§ stick 
uuhon calm, dut as soon as 
a uuind pickod up it had to 
do put out via tho spod 
rod. 

Onco tho dait 
uuas aut I JTJ^y^ put 
all throo ^JB^ rods 
pvor tho • aroa. Tho 
sot up uuas an ISmnn Al- 
pha doilio uuith a uuhito ico 
pop up as a tippor to add 





duoyancy to tho ri§ to 
holp it sit on top oP tho silt. 
Tho ni§ht passod puiotly 
dut at 9am tho Pollouuin§ 
morning tho right hand 
rod doddin pullod up to tho 
diank and tho Dolkim alarm 
started scroaming at mo. 

APtor a spirited dattio I 
soon had my first Pish in 
tho not 
and 
uuhat 

a Pish it uuas to 
start tho ses- 
sion oPP uuith, 
at a uuoight oPjust 
ovor ^2ld .Onco saPo- 
ly returned a Purther 
tuuo kilos oP Alpha uuas put 
out on the area and my 
patience uuas to do test- 




ed Por the Pollouuing ^8hrs 
as the Pish again moved 
out oP the area, due to a 
strong easterly uuind that 
pushed them douun one 
end oP the lake. 

The key thing uuhen Pish- 
ing these type oP venues 
IS to have Pull conPidence in 
uuhat your doing and 
that uuhen the 
Pish eventually 
arrive dark 
in the 
area 
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you uuill 99t that bite [eas- 
i9r said than done] but 
none the Igss true. When 
that tinnG did arnvG on 
tho Tuesday nnornin§ boy 
uuas it uuorth tho uuait. At 
about 6:50ann an absolute 
scroanning tako dra§§9d 
nno out nny slooping ba^ 
anb I bont into a largo an- 
gry carp. APtor another 
spiritob Pight it uuas soon 
in tho not anb immobiatoly 
ovibont that it uuas anoth- 
er forty plus. The scales 
thumpeb rounb to ^2lb 
anb uuas suuiPtly releaseb 
after the pics. Due to 
there being Peuu silver Pish 
in Cherpont anb the pos- 
sible chance oP my other 
tuuo hook baits being gone, 
I becibeb to rebait my 
other tuuo robs anb uuhat 
a goob choice that turneb 
out to be as one rob hab 
no bait on! 

APter all three robs uuere 
cast out, the kettle uuent 
on anb I uuas barely taking 
my Pirst sip oP my coPPee 
uuhen the lePt hanb rob 
pulleb up tight. The Pish 
bibnT cause too much oP 
a problem anb uuas soon 
in the net. Just as An- 
breuu liPteb the net as the 
Pish crosseb the brauu 
string, my mibble rob 
burst into liPe! Luckily I hab 
come prepareb Por such 
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an occasion by having tuuo 
nets reaby anb set up 
in the suuim, so the Pirst 
Pish uuas saPely retaineb 
uuhilst uue netteb the oth- 
er. Unbelievably both the 
Pish uuent over the mag- 
ical Porty pounb mark at 
^2lb anb ^^Ib! That s Pour 
Pish so Par all over Porty 
pounb uuhere an d\JGr- 
age size Por Cherpont is 
arounb 5^lb. Right result 
so Par! APter composing 
myselP aPter such a hectic 
morning, I launcheb a Pur- 
ther 5 kilos oP Alpha over 
the baiteb area anb hab 
the hook baits back on the 
spot. 

During the early hours oP 
the Pollouuing morning, I 
hab tuuo more bites re- 
sulting in a nice 221b com- 
mon anb a 521b mir- 
ror uuhich proveb 
they uuere really 
starting to get 
there heabs 
bouun on the bait. 
The bait oP choice 
uuas 
using 




uuhich IS a specially Pormu- 
lateb highly nutritional Poob 
bait uuhich has a blenb 
oP high proteins, special 
yeasts anb natural pala- 
tants uuhich is perPect Por 
these big hungry carp anb 
I uuas topping them uuith 
our rdn(^G oP White Ice pop 
ups. White Ice is a mega 
buoyant pop up uuhich is a 
blenb oP specially Pormu- 
lateb Plavours anb stim- 
ulants that Pish Pinb very 
harb to ignore, so being 
useb as a topper on the 
Alpha an alreaby attrac- 
tive bait uuorkeb a treat! 

My rigs uuere simple. I 
uuas using 10 inches oP 
coateb braib uuith a Na- 
turesbait size 6 NZ-SS 
hook Pisheb HD style uuith 
a long hair Por the bait to 
sit nicely, this uuorkeb per- 
Pectly uuith an 18mm al- 
pha boilie uuith a l^mm 
uuhite ice pop up uuith a 
thirb cut oPP to sit more 
Plush on 




uuas 

Natures- 
baits Alpha, 




th9 boiliG and just sank 
perfGctly to sit on and 
dodns/silt.To stop tho 
hair uurappin^ round tho 
tho hook and tangling I 
uuas attaching a castauuay 
PVA nu§§9t to tho hook to 
hold it all in placo for tho 
castThat uuas tho plan 
for tuuo rods.Por tho third 
rod I docidod to Pish it as 
moro of a roaming rod at 
closor ran§9 oFP tho dait- 
od spot to try and catch 
out a passing Pish uuith tho 
samo ri§ dut uuith a cast- 
auuay pva mosh da§ uuith 
dotuuoon 5-^ §lu§§9d al- 
pha doilios in to add moro 
pulling pouuor and attrac- 
tion to my prosontation. 
Thursday uuas §oin§ to do 
a day I uuill novor forgot in 
my angling caroor. 

It all started at ^am uuhon 
I had a violent tako on tho 
right hand rod uuhich ro- 
sultod in an immaculate 
36ld common, uuhich uuas 
ono of tho most pouuorful 
Pish I have over hooked. 
After returning the Pish it 
uuas around 6am, a call of 
nature Forced me to reel 
in and go around to the 
lodge and use the Facili- 
ties. Whilst up there I had 
a puick coFFee and a chat 
uuith the other anglers 
and returned to my suuim 
around Sam. BeFore put- 



ting my rods out, I decided 
to put a little dit oF dait out 
uuith the throuuing stick 
as IVe aluuays Found that 
iF there are Fish present 
it IS detter to move them 
temporarily oFF the spot 
uuith dait than casting 
three leads at them and 
risking scaring them oFF 
permanently. 

Once the dait uuas out 
there and the rods put 
dark out, I put on my 
dreakFast. Whilst cooking I 
noticed Flat spots coming 
up over my daited area 
uuhich indicated that the 
Fish have deen Feeding on 
my oiled up daits. Within 10 
minutes oF the Flat spots 
shouuing I had a couple oF 
deeps on the middle rod 
uuith the doddin rising up 
then slouuly dropping oFF, 
line dite I thought at First'r^'' 
Nah can't do Tm using 
dack leads, dream'r^ Nah 
no dream in here! Just as I 
uuas contemplating strik- 
ing into it, my leFt hand 
rod adsolutely tore oFFI! 
I uuas on it in a Flash and 
hooked into a very angry 
carp. Whilst I uuas playing 
it, I noticed the middle rod 
doddin douncing adout 
and eventually it pulled up 
tight and very slouuly the 
clutch clicked a couple oF 
inches oF line oFF the spool 



dut I uuas to involved uuith 
this hooked Fish, that Fish 
uuould have to uuait! 

F^ouuever, aFter a couple 
oF minutes the Fish I uuas 
playing uuent solid and 
had somehouu snagged 
me in something. AFter 
trying For a Feuu minutes 
to coaM it out, I decided 
to slacken up and try my 
luck uuith the other rod. 
I picked it up and liFted 
into uuhat Felt like anoth- 
er snagged Fish yet this 
one uuas moving touuards 
me rather than staying 
put. As I retrieved more 
line and the closer it got, 
the more I uuas doudting 
that this Fish uuas actually 
snagged on something. 
When I First actually sauu it 
I uuas in auue at the sheer 
size oF it!!! A couple oF head 
shakes and a slouu plod- 
ding run across the suuim 
uuas all it had leFt in it and 
to my great delight An- 
dreuu uuas soon liFting the 
net over the leviathan. 

GMCited as I uuas, I uuas 
still in Fishing mode and as 
soon as it crossed the net 
cord I immediately picked 
the other rod up to see iF 
the other Fish had Freed 
itselF. UnFortunately it had 
come oFF, not that I uuas 
in too much dismay as I 



knGuu uuhat I had sitting the other not! It turnoc 
out that Pish that had hookod itsolP and sulkod 
uuhilst I uuas playing tho othor ono, uuas 
nono othor than ^Arthur' tho ^to dato' 
knouun diggost rosidont carp in Chor- 
pont lakos! Although douun in uuoight 
for tho timo of yoar sho still smashed 
tho Rudons round to 58ld 7 ouncos. 




19 uuoi 



mattoroc 



l9 as I uuas in 



auuo of such a massivo Pish 



B9in§ on such a hi§h I had to §o and 

hav9 a P9UU d99rs at th9 lod§9 to A 
C9l9drat9 uuith th9 lads and hav9 a ^ 
shouuor as I uuas covorod in 58ld 
uuorth of slimo! 



I roturnod to tho suuim around 
6 hours lator, all Prosh Prom a 
shouuor and Pooling happy aPtor a 
^couplo' dottlos oP door and no- 
ticed tho Plat spots over tho dait- 
od area had roturnod, so knouu 
thoro uuas still action to do had. 
So, uuithout hesitation I sticked 
some daits out to spook the Pish 
oPP my spots then rods uuent 
straight dark out. WelL uuithin the 
noHt 2 hours I managed another 3 
Pish, a 2^ld common, a 36 common 
and a ^^Id mirror. All oPP the spot, 
taken on Alpha tipped uuith a White 
Ice pop ups. 




I really uuas on cloud 9 aPter the day I 
had and thought it couldn't end in a det- 
ter uuay until 11pm that evening, me and 
my Pishing partner Andreuu uuere sitting 
having a cuppa uuhen his rod screamed into 
action and he uuas in. Andreuu had deen really 
unlucky so Par this uueek hooking 7 Pish and only 
landing 3 oP them. P^is Pirst Pish oP ^lld doing his neuu 
PB and diggest Pish so Par oP the uueek. Andreuu hac 




iGLijPBMgGttin^ amon§ the ac- 
? shapeHtion and landing his Fish 
and to" 

it 9V9n Sayin§ that, I did actual- 
got to ly land a Fish Pnday du 
ot uuith it uuasn't in tho circunn- 



ot uuith 

;>s. It uuill stances I uuould havo likod. 

I uuon't All uuook nno, Androuu 

' uuhilo! and a coupio oF othor an- 
§l9rs had doon §9ttin§ 

uuas to stoady indications, yot 

:h9 trip, uuhon striking thorn noth-| 

joathor in§ uuas thoro. At First uuo 

^> uuorst uuoro a dit conFusod dut 

juoron't uuhon I had tho samo dito 

iqmoro again and actuallM landod 



19 Fish all uuas apparont. 



\ndrouu Whon casting somoono 

an§o in had unFortunatoly crackod 

^ moro oFF and lost thoir uuholo 

di§§ost load and ri§ systom in tho 

-^o uuas lako. A Fish had doon un- 

nallM do Fortunato onough to pick 




th9 Fish GndGd up 
trailing a lead around 
For a coupio days. 
Thankfully I landod it, 
unhookod it and sont 
it on it's uuay. IF I could 
havo only landod ono 
Fish that uuook I uuould 
havo choson that ono 
as I havo potential- 
ly savod that carps 
liFo and it Folt §ood 
knouuin§ ho uuill livo 
on to Fi§ht another 
day. 

Anyuuay enough 
doing mushy and to 
conclude the end oF 
our uueek, iF ever you 
get a chance to visit 
Prance I uuould hugely 
recommend Cher- 
pont lakes. Not only 
decause oF the huge 
puality Fish it holds 
dut decause oF houu 
uuell it's kept and run 
dy the ouuners Dan 
and Jacky uuho uuel- 
comed us uuith open 
arms even though 
uue uuhere only on 
the drive and survive 
package. The Facilities 
there are clean and 
just uuhat you need 
to live a comFortadle 
uueek out there. It had 
deen a Funny uueek, 
meeting the other 
guys Fishing the lake 



and uue had a great 
laugh in good compa- 
ny. It really did seem a 
lucky uueek as one iF 
the days uue popped 
out to the local shops 
to sample the local 
uuine and cheese's 
uue uuas driving along 
the uuinding Prench 
country lanes and. 
My rear rooF dar all 
oF a sudden came 
Flying oFF! We uuas 
so lucky to Find the 
small components 
needed to put it dack 
together and Found 
out uuhat the prodlem 
uuas uuhy it did Fall 
oFF in the First place. I 
couldn't imagined 
houu much damaged/ 
accidents there could 
have deen caused iF it 
had done that uuhilst 
all the rods uuere on 
it uuhilst making our 
return journey! 

Well that's my tale 
told and uuhat a Fas- 
cinating uueek it uuas, 
a tarot reading that 
predicted a surprise, 
uuhich the 8th Fish 
uuas! 

Until noMt time. Tight 
lines. 

Terry 14 
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IMPACT - 

ON YOUR PROFITS 



Email! info@castaway-pva.co.uk 
Telephone: 01530 277868 

www.castaway-pva.co.uk 



of PVA 
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Britain 



Castawaypm^ TOIDE ENQUIRIES j;v:cRRB,imPnCT 



TOME 
EMQUmES 
ELCOME 

3t deals are also 
table to retailers 




BRITISH-MAD 
PVA PRODUCT 

YOU CAN RELY 01 



18mm Boilie Mesh PVA 

7m tube (with plunger) £7.99 
7m refill £4.50 



35mm Wide Mesh PVA 

7m tube (with plunger) £8.25 
7m refill £4.50 




PVA Foam Nuggets : PVA Cable-Ties 

4litre bag - white £3.50 • Tie bags the quick and easy way 
4litre bag - multi-coloured £4.00 • Pack of ten £1.85 




